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• Intravenous (IV) paracetamol is licensed for the short-term 
treatment of moderate pain, especially following surgery, 
and for the short-term treatment of fever, when 
administration by the IV route is clinically justified by an 
urgent need to treat pain or hyperthermia. 

INDICATION 

• Nil by mouth 

• Nauseated and vomiting 

• At risk of aspiration 

INCLUSION 
CRITERIA 

• Other routes of administration  are available 

• IV paracetamol is contra-indicated in severe hepatic 
insufficiency 

EXCLUSION 
CRITERIA 

• Low body weight: less than 50kg 

• Hepatic impairment 

• Chronic alcoholism 

• Dehydration 

• Receiving enzyme inducers chronically e.g. rifampicin, 
phenytoin, carbamazepine, st John's wort. 

• Risk factors for glutathione depletion e.g. HIV, cystic 
fibrosis, Chronic malnutrition 

DOSE REDUCTION 
FACTORS 

 DOSING GUIDE 

• *Creatinine clearance of <10ml/min, the dose is 500mg-1g (or 
15mg/kg if wt < 50kg) every 6-8 hours. 

• The use of intravenous paracetamol should be reviewed every 
24 hours, and a switch to oral is advised as soon as it is clinically 
appropriate 

• Do not prescribe "IV/PO" for route of administration as the 
doses are not always interchangeable 

• All doses should be administered over 15 minutes 

• Take care to avoid dosing errors due to confusion between 
milligram(mg) and millilitre(ml) 

PRESCRIBING 
NOTES 

PROTOCOL FOR IV PARACETAMOL ADMINISTRATION IN ADULTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weight Single dose Maximum daily dose 

33-50kg regardless of risk 
factors 

15mg/kg every 4-6 
hours* 
(max four times daily) 

60mg/kg up to 3g in 24 
hours 

>50kg with risk factors 1g every 8 hours 
60mg/kg up to 3g in 24 
hours 

>50kg without risk 
factors 

1g every 4-6 hours* 
(max four times daily) 

60mg/kg up to 4g in 24 
hours 
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